
Down-to-Earth Ethics 
 
1. Are you using a scriptural or a secular base?  In other words, are you using God’s 

law or man’s thinking  J.C. Penney, the respected merchant, said “I shall not be judged by 

the heavenly Father according to what I do nor by the material success I achieve.  I shall 

be judged by the honesty of my purpose and by the spirit with which I pursue life’s 

duties.”  He felt his work was his worship. 

 

2. Do your ethics promote self-respect?  I was once asked, “How do you know when 

you have compromised your self-respect?”  The only answer I had was simple:  when I 

wake up in the middle of the night and try to talk to the little boy inside me who still 

knows right from wrong and he tells me to get lost, I know I am in trouble. 

 

3. Does your ethical base accent responsibilities or rights?  I notice any individual, 

group, or society which accents its rights is constantly in conflict with others.  

Responsibilities have a way of overlapping and forming a bond; rights clash against one 

another causing friction.  When we accent rights, paranoia eventually occurs.  Paranoia 

often results in “end justifies the means” thinking which is immoral. 

 

4. How does your ethical base impact your character development?  A fast-moving 

executive came to me to talk.  “Fred, I’m really not happy with who I am becoming.  I’m 

not a better husband, a better father, a better citizen, or even a better person.  I’m 

successful, but I’m becoming a phony.”  Character is an inside job, largely determined by 

the succession of choices, desires, habits, and beliefs we inculcate and personify. 

 

This week think about: 1) Who am I becoming? 2) What is the foundation of my ethics? 

3) How effectively will my ethics hold in the tempest of temptation? 

 

Words of Wisdom: “Responsibilities have a way of overlapping and forming a bond; 

rights clash against one another causing friction.” 

 

Wisdom from the Word: “Make every effort to present yourself before God as a proven 

worker who does not need to be ashamed, teaching the message of truth accurately." 2 

Timothy 2:15 (NET)  

______________________  


